
MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 2nd OCTOBER 2023 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner asked if the PC had been informed of the recent South West Coaches bus cuts between East Chinnock and Yeovil.  The earliest time of around 8am into Yeovil, has been withdrawn.  Cllr Goodes responded that we hadn’t heard and that this should be posted on facebook and the chinnock chimes. 
 Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox, Doug Reeve, Debbie Taylor, J’aime Wetherall and Kevin Rixon 
In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 1 Member of the Public.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Oliver Patrick (County Councillor), Mike Hewitson (County Councillor) and Dave Tuck 
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4rd SEMPTEMBER 2023 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Goodes, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
None.

5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The recent Chinock Hollow survey carry out has indicated it is ‘no better’ than before the recent road clearance (and could actually being less safe than previously). Despite an application for the funding to make the hollow safe again being sent to the government, it is thought this unlikely to happen and the Hollow will remain close forever.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.

7. FINANCE
a) The Parish Council Auditor, PKF Ltd, have emailed to report that the Limited Assurance Review 2022-23 of the Parish Council has been completed.   The ‘Notice of Conclusion of Audit’ has now been advertised.

b) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments (Proposer: Cllr Goodes, Seconder: Cllr Cox):

- PKF Littlejohn LLP – Professional fees for limited assurance review

  £252.00

- East Chinnock Village Hall – PO Rent Oct-Dec




    £97.50
- N Chapman - Salary & Expenses

      
           



  £893.80

- SALC 2023-24 Affilliation Fees






  £145.19
- Pat Lock – Bonfire Night Entertainment Float




£1200.00

8. COMMUNITY PARK
a) Cllr Taylor reported that the park is looking great! There is a ‘gardening day’ planned for this Saturday (7th) to ‘tidy-up’ the plants and weeds.

9. PARISH ISSUES
a) Cllr Goodes has applied to the War Memorial Grant Trust, for a grant to repair the Church Clock. He has asked for 75% of the funding needed.   He hopes to get a response in the next couple of months.

b) Former PC Chairman Mike Bussel has been nominated for the Somerset County Chair’s Award for service to the community on the 6th October, 2023.

10. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
a) A meeting was held to discuss the Bonfire Night.  The Clerk contacted the nearby land owner, Mr.Greenslade, to inform him of the date and time of the Bonfire night.

11. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
a) Somerset Council have appointed a new ranger for East Chinnock. He was able to do all tasks given to him on his last visit. 
b) The Clerk is still waiting for a response from Somerset Council finance department to ask if they intend to credit some of the last invoice receive for £422.52 (4th May and 2nd June).  

12. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) The road surface potholes are starting to form again given the recent rainfall.  Cllr Reeve has asked if the ranger could clean the A30 bollards and also to clear vegetation from around the village signposts.
b) Cllr Reeve is putting notes on windscreens, every time a vehicle is parked on a pavement.  He is keeping a record on vehicles registration, and has said he will report them if they continue to park on the pavement.  Cllr Goodes has contacted Mr Richards about the vegetation blocking the path outside the Wooden Top Inn but nothing has been done since. It was suggested it might be worth contacting Streetscene to clear the vegetation.
c) Nothing has been heard from Somerset Council, regarding installing the new SID Posts on the A30. Unfortunately, no volunteers have been found to regularly help move the portable SIDs once they have been purchased. 

13. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
a) It has been suggested that the PC should have a ‘logo’ of some sort. It was suggested this could be designed by children in the village.

b) Cllr Taylor reported that the current free printing of the ‘Chinnock Chimes’ will come to an end in 2025.  Alternative ways to pay for this printing will have to be found.

14. RIGHTS OF WAY
a) Pedestrians and cylists are using Chinnock Hollow by going around the barriers. More permanent barriers will be put in place in the future.
b) The small bridge on path Y8/25 is still awaiting replacement and remains closed.  It is scheduled for replacement in November.
15. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.
16. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.25pm.  The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 6th November 2023, at 7.30pm in at the Village Hall.

